
Sophia Thubauville (co-director) attended, the 
ambassador of Japan to Ethiopia expressed his 
wish that more cultural projects may follow. 
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MAALE PROVERBS: 

 
******* 

MARAYI CHARINJI ZAGGI  
BEKEBA’O  TIKANNE AR-

KOSSA ZAGENNE! 
 

A SHEEP SEES THE SKY FOR 
THE FIRST TIME WHEN IT IS 
CAUGHT FOR SLAUGHTER-

ING! 
 

RUURI GUDERRI KARI ARK-
ENNE! 

 
THE FAST HYENA CATCHES 

THE HORN! 
******* 
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M U S E U M  

The neighborhood of SORC assisting in the excavations 

will not only be visited and used by researchers, 

but also by neighbors. 

Signing Ceremony at the Japanese Embassy 

On the 9th of November the Japanese Embassy 
organized a signing ceremony for organizations 
who had successfully applied to the Japan’s 
Grant Assistance.  
 
We have applied successfully for a grant of 
$95,632 to build the extension building at SORC 
that will contain the spacious library, four re-
search rooms, a small gallery and store rooms. 
Our application was the first project to have been 
given a Cultural Grant, since in former times only 
Grassroots Human Security Projects have been 
financed. 
 
During the signing ceremony, which Mrs. Eliza-
beth Wolde Giorgis (chair person of SORC), Dr. 
Masayoshi Shigeta (board member) and Dr. 

The construction work of the new SORC build-

ing is in progress. Between June and September 

the neighborhood of SORC assisted in the exca-

vation of the construction site. Also the munici-

pality helped SORC by sending an grader. 

By mid November the contractor started con-

structions. Many of the neighbors, who volun-

teered at the excavation site, are now employed 

by him. The building is planned to be finished by 

the end of February 2010 and then will be an 

extension of the research center and museum, 

while the spacious library will also contain novels 

and reference books in Amharic. SORC hopes 

that in this way the library, in the future, 

Gallo Became Galtembe 
On the 5th September 2009, Gallo Mulla, the 
former administrator of SORC, leapt over the 
cattle. Gallo attained the cattle name Galtembe, 
and became a man. He did so at his family’s 
residence in Dalme, near Dimeka, in the pres-
ence of many friends and relatives, including 
staff of SORC.   

 
Gallo in high 
concentration 
before his 
leap 

Elizabeth Wolde Giorgis and ambassador Mr. Komano 



From the beginning of Au-
gust until October, Ilka 
Schönberner spent 9 weeks 
at SORC. She comes from 
Johannes Gutenberg Uni-
versity in Mainz, Germany, 
where she is doing her M.A. 
in Social Anthropology,  
African Studies and Islamic 
 

 

4th Management Board Meeting of SORC 

 

In September 2009 SORC 
opened its museum for the 
first time every Friday eve-
ning for ethnographic film 
nights.  
 
The film nights have been 
visited not only by curious 
neighbors, but also by tour-
ists and guest researchers. 
Films have been projected in 
front of the museum en-
trance, in case of rainfall 
inside the entrance hall of 
the museum. 

 
 

New Intern at SORC 

Page 2  

Film Nights 

 

 
NEW IN OUR  
MUSEUM SHOP! 

 
 

Mursi-English-Amharic Dic-
tionary 
 

by David Turton, Moges Yigezu 
and Olisarali Olibui, 2008 

 
50 ETB only 

 
 

A book that not only teaches 
you  a lot about the Mursi 
language, but with the de-

tailed sample sentences, it also 
gives you a view into the cul-
ture of the speakers of that 

language. 
 
 
 

Film Program Sept.-Nov. 2009 
September: Ivo Strecker 

4/09 Father of the Goats 
11/09 Song of the Hamar Herdsman 

18/09 The Leap Across the Cattle 
25/09 Bury the Spear! 
October: Jean Lydall 
2/10 Sweet Sorghum 

09/10 The Women Who Smile 
16/10 Two Girls Go Hunting 

23/10 Our Way of Loving 
30/10 Duka’s Dilemma 

November: David Turton 
6/11 The Mursi 

13/11 The Migrants 
20/11 Nitha 

27/11 Fire Will Eat Us 
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Kids’ Corner:  
Bodi Bull Fighting  

Children playing at bull fights 

 
Children in Bodi, and in many 
areas of the lower Omo Valley, 
like to play at bull fights. They 

shape bull heads with a mix of clay 
and dung, beat them with maize 

stalks in order to polish and 
strengthen them, and confront each 

other in small duels.  
The right hand handles the minia-

ture bull over the entangled left 
hand. As soon as a bull has dam-
aged the others with its horns, the 
children check their sculptures and 

reshape them. 

Health, Art Health, Art, and Ecology among the Mursi 
 
Kate Fayers-Kerr 
 
 

On 2 November the 4th 
Management Board Meeting 
of SORC took place at 
Akaki Campus. Many Board 
Members had been involved 
in the International Confer-
ence of Ethiopian Studies 
that had taken place on the 
same time at Akaki Campus. 
 
SORC was especially grate-
ful to have Dr. Tareke, 
president of Arba Minch 
University, personally at-
tending the meeting. The 
board  members agreed to 
provide Arba Minch Univer-
sity a permanent seat in the 
management board of 
SORC, an additional seat in 
the board was given to the 
Japanese Embassy, who  
increasingly shows  interest 
in SORC’s activities and 
supports it financially.  

Philology. Being interested in 
the cultural diversity of South-
ern Ethiopia, she was glad to 
help prepare a phrasebook 
including many of the differ-
ent languages of South Omo. 
Apart from that, her intern-
ship included organizing the 
library as well as establishing a 
weekly film night at SORC.    Ilka at SORC‘s souvenir shop 

While the films that have been 
shown between September 
and November 2009 had a 
focus on the South Omo, we 
would like to enlarge our geo-
graphical focus in future. 
 
To help our film program 
become more colorful, you are 
welcome to send us your con-
tribution: 
 

South Omo Research Center 
(SORC) 

P.O. Box 87 
Jinka, Ethiopia 

The board members also ap-
proved the future cooperation 
between SORC and German 
Development Aid (DED). The 
DED plans to locate two peace 
advisors at SORC. 
 
Another important decision was 
to post a Japanese-German 
team of co-directors instead of 
one director at SORC in future. 
As SORC is currently sup-
ported by the Center for Asian 
and African Area Studies, 
Kyoto University and the Max 
Planck Institute for Social An-
thropology, Halle, both institu-
tions should be able to place a 
co-director to carry out research 
and attend to their respective 
interests at SORC. 
 
The Board Members agreed on 
one of the logo proposals made 
by a designer from Addis 

 Ababa (see above). The logo pro-
posals were made using ideas ac-
quired by a logo contest at SORC in 
September. 
 
Finally, plans have been made for 
the next board meeting in 2010, 
which will put forward a new strate-
gic plan for future research at 
SORC. The meeting will be coordi-
nated with a workshop on current 
research activities. 



News f rom South Omo  

 

Aesthetic Manifestations of the 
Mursi 
 
Jean-Baptiste Eczet 
In my PhD thesis research, I want to understand 
aesthetic manifestations of the Mursi by their 
role in the conception of persons. To do so, I 
have a strong interest in interactions and I con-
sider aesthetic as a form of relationality, since I 
look for a mode of sociality rather than an es-
sential definition of personhood. 
 
The aesthetics manifestations I am interested in 
are body decorations, names and poetry. Body 
decorations are only a part of a more general  
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Elementary Forms of the Aari’s 
Religious Life 

 
Celine 
D’Hont 
 
 
 
 
 
I am a M.A. candidate at the University of 
Brussels and I study the discourse about religious 
life among the Aari. I am going to observe 
current, traditional and Christian practices, and  
analyze discourses involving religious concepts,  
to understand and describe the religious practices  
and representations of the Aari. 

 

ETHNOGRAPHIC FACTS 
OF LIFE IN SOUTH 

OMO: 

 

Did you know that the Bodi 
have their own New Year 

celebration?   

The Bodi Kerr is carried out 
every year between May and 

June.  

 

Did you know that a three-legged 
animal exists in Nyangatom?  

The Ang’u is a kangaroo-
like animal that hides in 

trees and bushes and lives 
of human meat. 

 

 

 

Exhibition Catalogue: 

‘Omo-People & Design’ 

Éditions de La Martinière 2008 

"This catalogue accompanies the 
exhibition organized by the Royal 

Museum for Central Africa 
(Tervuren) and offers a new look at 
the peoples of the Omo Valley and 

surrounding regions. 
For the first time their everyday 

objects are exhibited, bringing into 
focus their beauty and their role 

within a society that must constantly 
adapt to the laws of nature.”  

 
Gustaaf Verswijver, Exhibition 

Commissioner and scientific 
researcher, explains the social 

and geopolitical challenges and 
problems that have recently 
confronted these pastoral 

communities. 
 

More at: www.africamuseum.be  

 

CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS 

Health, Art, and Ecology among the 
Mursi    
Kate Fayers-Kerr 
I am conducting fieldwork among the Mursi. As 
a medical anthropologist, I am carrying out an 
ethnography on Mursi health. However, by cast-
ing a wider net, I am coming to understand how 
processes of daily life in Mursi, including the 
process of ‘doing’ body art, shape the way the 
Mursi are co-substantial with the environment. 
This type of ‘bodyscaping’ can be a preventive 
medical activity. 
 

However, so far, I have not had much success 
understanding the Mursi body art tradition 
through direct questioning. What has proved far 
more interesting and fruitful, has been observing 
people’s relationship to earth, clay and dung.   

  
Kate during her first weeks in Mursi 

 

This approach has also shed light on Mursi 
notions of place and the significance of the 
environment. Also useful, has been oral histo-
ries and the many Mursi sacred places in the 
landscape. 

Some of my research questions are: “Which 
words are used to talk about religion?”, and 
“How can we describe a religious discourse in 
Anthropology?” 
 
The questions lead to epistemological concerns 
in anthropology, such as the convenience of 
concepts used for the description of religious 
representations. For example, the concepts 
‘religion’, ‘belief’, ‘witchcraft’, ‘magic’, etc. re-
veal eurocentric biases. 
 
The coexistence of traditional and Christian 
practices, of different languages, and the late 
introduction of Christianity among the Aari 
promise to be especially interesting concerning 
my research question. 

way of thinking 
which  use  the 
visual  as  a 
unique  refer-
ence. The defini-
tion of the self is 
strongly  related 
with  a  colour/
pattern  derived 
from cattle. The 
poetry  works 
alike, by linking people through generations, 
kinship and friendship using coloured refer-
ences. Since aesthetics manifestations are in-
cluded in every aspect of life, I focus on daily 
as well as ritual life.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I am now starting one year of 
research for my PhD and hope to 
focus my study on second funerals.  
When I arrived in October, new 
trends have attracted my attention. 
Protestant missionaries, who have 
settled in Hana, have gained over 
50 Bodi followers during the last 
year. These new converted are 
mainly youth, but there are also 
some elders, and the ritual life is 
affected by the clashes between the 
converted and the non-converted.    
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Homepage Update 

 
Help to make our homepage a 
buzzing, lively place for South 

Omo researchers! 

 

Send us your researcher’s profile 
and scientific articles for our 

‘reading room’!  

    

Intern Positions 
 

The South Omo Research Center 

welcomes interns of all nationalities 

and various fields of studies like 

anthropologists, linguists, 

librarians, museologists, restorers, 

media designers, educationalists, 

etc... 

Possible spheres of activities are: 

• Improvement of the museum’s 

exhibits and object 

conservation 

• Improvement of the museum’s 

educational programs 

• Update of the homepage and 

editing newsletters 

• Working in the library of the 

research center 

Political Anthropology 
of Bodi Funerals 

 
Lucie Buffavand 

  
When I first came to the South 
Omo Valley in March 2007, I 
intended to do fieldwork 
among the Kwegu, but finally 
the Bodi held my attention. I 
returned later that year to do 
fieldwork for my M.A. degree, 
without a clear idea on what 
my research would focus. Back 
then, it was a troublesome 
time for the Bodi and their 
neighbors. Some Dime and 
Konso people were killed in 
road ambushes near Hana, the 
administrative center, located 
in the heart of Bodi territory. 
During the peace meeting 
organized by the NGO Pact 
that followed, some cultural 
features of the Bodi were at 
stake. The Dime demanded, 
amongst  other   strong  meas- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ures, the banishment of Bodi 
second funerals, ceremonies 
that take place some months 
after the death of an elder. The 
praise of warrior values that 
occur during these rituals are 
seen by the Dime as a direct 
incitement to kill members of 
the neighboring ethnic groups. 
The Bodi present at that meet-
ing accepted to modify the 
inflammatory songs of future  
funerals. 

WE’RE ON THE 
WEB  
 

www.southethiopiaresearch.org 
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the informative exhibition,  two 
of the employees of the Mu-
seum found their way to SORC 
in November 2009. 
 
Min De Meersman and Katrien 
Van Craenenbroeck came to 
South Omo not only to fill their 
acquired knowledge on South 
Omo with life, but also to assist 
the museum of SORC with 
their expertise.  
 
They also used their stay to get 
some fieldwork experiences by 
staying in Simbale, near Di-
meka, where they collected 
information on Hamar hair-
styles. 
 
Together with the staff of 
SORC they developed an edu-
cational program for school 
classes. By working together 
and sharing their experiences 
both sides were fascinated by 
the knowledge and work rou-
tine of the other.   

Guests from the Royal 
Museum for Central 
Africa 
 
In November 2008 the Royal 
Museum for Central Africa in 
Tervuren, Belgium, opened 
the exhibition ‘Omo - People 
& Design’.  
 
Several researchers, who  
conduct research in South 
Omo, and therefore also fre-
quented SORC, contributed 
to the exhibition by putting 
pictures, objects and informa-
tion together for display. Phi-
lemon Nakali, a former stu-
dent assistant of SORC, was 
invited twice to Tervuren to 
assist in the preparations of 
the exhibition and to give 
guided tours and lectures. 
 
After many South Omo Re-
searchers had found their way 
to Tervuren and appreciated 

Katrien and Min on their way to Jinka 
 
After finalizing the educational 
program, Min De Meersman 
joined Sophia Thubauville on a 
promotional tour for SORC. To-
gether they gave presentations at 
Dilla, Awassa and Addis Ababa 
Universities and hope to have 
attracted young Ethiopian schol-
ars to SORC.  

CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS 

Lucie carrying grass to thatch the roof of her house  


