
   

 

SOUTH OMO RESEARCH CENTER (SORC) 

“Follow-up of the Tourism Forum: Questions of Sustainability in Mursi and Bodi” 

Gurra, Bodi community,  

February 7, 2012 

Minutes (taken by Katja Gönc)  

 

 

 

Objective and Project Outline 

The overall objective of tourism forums with Mursi and Bodi is to assist respected communities towards 

ownership of tourism activities in their areas.  

The forum was to follow three major objectives:  

1. To create a platform for communities and stakeholders involved in tourism  

2. To discuss conflict encounters between tourists and communities and to build a path 

towards its resolution 

3. To explore possibilities for sustainable community based tourism 

This tourism forum was part of a series of forums addressing tourism in Mursi and Bodi area in 

Salamago woreda, South Omo Zone, SNNPR. In order to achieve the objectives, a series of forums is 

planned to incept sustainable dialogue on pressing issues and initiate tourism development from the 

community perspective. Each forum serves as a constructive 

follow up to the previous one and is facilitated by SORC and GIZ-

CPS cooperation.  

As agreed on the previous forum in Jinka (SORC, December 2, 

2011), this forum took place in Gurra, Bodi area, on February 6 

& 7, 2012, some 20 km from Salamago woreda administrative 

center.  

The purpose was to provide a follow-up and to discuss the issue 

of local guides, which so far come from Jinka municipality and 

are not members of Bodi and Mursi community nor do they 

speak their language. This meeting was organized on a larger 

scale, in order to reach to the broad community by including 

men and women from all age-grades. Forum was organized on 

two day, although the first day served as get-together as 

representatives of Mursi and Bodi had to travel long distance 



   

during the day to reach the location. On the second day, forum followed an agenda1 (see Anex I) and 

higher officials from South Omo Zone and Salamago woreda joined the forum.  

Attendance: 28 Mursi representatives, 20 Bodi representatives, 2 translators (Oletula, Olirege), 2 

coordinators & translators (Olisarali, Yalew), South Omo Zone Officials (Ato Mamo Mala, Ato Shigute 

Basha, Ato Demisash Teshome), Salamago woreda Officials (Banana Tebligu, Wondimagen Cheneke, 

Teddy Muluigeta, Gunacene Bashamajji, Bilatory Kolko, Mulalem Dejene, Getaneh Solomon, Degu 

Tamene, Bekabil Wondimu), CPS (Katja Gönc, Admasu Lokaley), SORC (Dr. Shauna LaTosky), and also 

Angela Fisher, Carol B., and Ben Young (photographers and filmmakers). Support staff: cooks and 

butchers.  

Day 1: Arrival, preparation, initial interviews 

Preparations of the location by the Gurra River; scenic and 

cool place by the river some 20 km before Hana when 

coming from Jinka was spotted as potential tourism site, 

where smaller tourist groups could be camping. Easily 

reachable from the main Jinka-Hana road, the way takes 

you pass a primary school through a Bodi village, down a 

narrow road towards the river (approx. 1 km drive). Bodi 

expressed willingness and enthusiasm to prepare the 

location for tourism; however, substantial efforts are 

needed for realization of the idea (i.e. further dialogue with administration, in order for them to 

advertise the site, dialogue with the nearby village and basic training in tourism, dialogue with local 

guides in Jinka, who are reluctant to visit Bodi).  

Oisire (young Bodi man): We are happy about tourism, we would like more tourists to come; then we 

would get more money, but would not harass tourists like Mursi. Not many tourists come to Bodi 

country – problem comes from local guides in Jinka: even if tourists want to see Bodi villages, the local 

guides in Jinka explain them that we are the same as Mursi or they show them Mursi and tell them it’s 

Bodi. The guides are producing an image that Mursi and Bodi are the same. Local guides that do come 

here, they do not speak Bodi or Mursi.  

Are there any Bodi that speak English and have finished Grade 10 (conditions of Department of Tourism 

and Culture for becoming a local guide)? 

There are none, except Senedo (young Bodi that is enrolled in university).  

For tourism to boost in Bodi, would it be helpful to have a local guide association in Hana, if new 

generation of Bodi would be educated to be local guides?  

That would be helpful for tourism. I like the idea.   

                                                           
1
 Due to time constraint Community rules for Tourism item of the agenda has not been discussed.  



   

Olisarali (Mursi coordinator): When arriving in 

Belle (Mursi village, most accessible from Jinka, 

therefore also the most visited one), all the 

villagers were drunk, even the children. 

Representatives from Bele were invited, but 

when we came there to pick them up, they did not 

want to attend the meeting. At the end, only two 

people instead of eight as initially planned 

decided to come.  

 

 

Day 2: Follow-up Tourism Forum 

Arrival and greeting of the higher officials 

Before the official start of the forum, the Zonal officials were invited to talk to Ben Young (filmmaker, 

Shooting with Mursi), who has a history of visits of South 

Omo and was speaking from a tourist perspective: Most 

people come here to see people, not animals like 

elsewhere, because them, they can see in the zoo. If 

situation in tourism improved in South Omo, there would 

be far more money coming to Jinka, new hotels would be 

build, restaurants opened. The biggest asset you have here 

are the ethnic groups. For you this maybe boring, but not 

for us, tourists come from afar to visit them. For example, 

in Kenya the tourism around Masai generates huge 

amounts of money.  

Introduction and welcome 

Barade (Bodi, elder from the area, host of the forum): You are all my guests and I’m happy to have 

you here. Today we will talk about tourism and these are our guests. All, the white people, the Mursi, 

government officials, all are guests.  

Dr. Shauna LaTosky (director, SORC): Introduced work of SORC and efforts to address tourism in 

Mursi and Bodi. This forum is the second meeting on tourism; the first was conducted in Jinka at the 

museum, which tries to preserve the culture the way the communities want to keep it. Tourism is an 

aspect that is interested in their way of life. As one tourist said, we are not here to see wildlife, but 

cultures.  Intention of this forum is among others to discuss tourism potential in Bodi - a request that 

comes from the community.  Secondly, there are no local guides from Mursi and Bodi community. The 

ownership of the meeting goes to the community; we are here merely to help you to get together with 

neighboring community, tour operators and government. Recently, there was a good example of 

tourism encounters in Maganto. Tourists brought gifts (salt, coffee, razors) and a cash gift for the elders. 



   

The atmosphere was relaxed as tourists sat on cow skins and asked questions to the community. There 

was no harassment for photos. At the end of the visit, both sides looked happy. We hope to see that in all 

places.  

Katja Gönc (GIZ CPS): Welcome to the participants and sincere gratitude for coming such a long way to 

the forum. From the GIZ CPS side it is encouraging to see strong commitment to discuss and improve 

tourism. The topic and agenda were prepared with the coordinators from both communities, as it is 

important that these forums are in the hands of the community. We are happy to see the zonal and 

woreda administration present to help you find the solutions towards better tourism. GIZ CPS is only 

the facilitator of this process and a place to turn when you need help to realize your ideas in the field of 

tourism.  

Ato Mamo (Department of Tourism and Culture, South Omo Zone): Addressing the participants in 

the name of all government officials present. First, we would like to hear the discussion from the 

community side, and then we will deliver our comments.  

The government officials were invited introduce themselves to the community.  

Ato Mamo Mala (Parks Officer, Department of Tourism and Culture, South Omo Zone) 

Ato Shigute Basha (Head of Department of Tourism and Culture, South Omo Zone) 

Banana Tebligu (Vice Administrator of Salamago Woreda, Head of Justice and Security)  

Teddy Muluigeta (Security Office, Salamago woreda) 

Gunacene Bashamajji (Militia Security Office, Salamago woreda) 

Bilatory Kolko (Head of Communication, Salamago Woreda) 

Mulalem Dejene (Head of Salamago Police) 

Olisarali (Mursi coordinator): Once more explained the objective of the forum, to find solutions to 

friendly encounters between tourists and community and to turn tourism to benefits of the community. 

There were attempts to solve the tourism issues alone within the community, but they were not 

successful in the past. Together, with different actors, we have the power to solve problems. Tourism is 

second income for the Mursi and it is needed in order to achieve development.  

One major problem are local guides, who do not have a clear idea of our culture, they do not translate 

well to tourists, they do not speak Mursi. For example in Hamar, the guides can explain how and why 

Hamar women are decorated, they can explain that the first wife has a big metal ring around her neck, 

they can explain the culture. To prepare the grounds for Mursi and Bodi local guides we, the 

communities, would select boys to be trained as local guides that could then serve the community. In the 

future, we would also include Dime (ethnic group, north east of Bodi). As it is now, the local guides do 

not make a bad picture of Mursi, but also cast a bad image on all Ethiopia. To solve this problem the 

responsibility lies on us, government officials, museum and GIZ. A request was addressed to 



   

Department of tourism and culture, South Omo Zone to provide training for Mursi and Bodi for local 

guides.  

Ato Banana (Salamago official) expressed gratitude to 

coordinators and donors for conducting this community meeting. 

In his words, the discussions on tourism often take place, but only 

between zonal and woreda officials, they were never conducted on 

the community level up to now. Therefore, this meeting is 

groundbreaking in understanding the wishes of the community – 

approach that could lead to success. In his opinion, there are two 

problem areas: tourism and wildlife preservation.  

He supported the idea of Mursi and Bodi local guides and would try 

to approach solving the troubles of tourism from this perspective. 

He called on zonal department of tourism to take up the idea as 

well, as it might be the key to make tourism in Mursi and Bodi 

come close to successful Kenyan examples (Masai).  

Bodi participant: This is the river of my father. Before no tourists come here. Now we talk to solve 

problems. I had the idea of Hana and Gurra boys coming together with foreigners. Now this idea came 

true. Before there were meeting in Hana, but I was never there. I was not sure about the intention of this 

meeting, but now I hope you cooperate. If they come (tourists), I give them cow skin. After rest they can 

come and see my house. If they like they can take picture. Please tell tourists they should come to Bodi 

area and not just main roads. If tourists come, we will teach the community not to throw stones at their 

cars and not to step in front of their cars to stop them.  

Oleholi (Mursi participant): we have to discuss with our boys who stand at the side of the road and 

make trouble. We can choose boys from Mursi, Bodi and Dime to become the local guides and give them 

to white people to train, then they can bring tourists to us. Local guides from Jinka do not want to bring 

tourists to Bodi. They say, Mursi and Bodi are the same and turn back after the first Mursi village.  

Whitekaro (Bodi participant): Tourists never come to us, they only go to Mursi. This is an important 

meeting. The youngest should listen and when they return to their village, they should organize a 

meeting and pass information to the others.  

Ato Mamo (Parks Official, Department of Tourism and Culture, South Omo Zone): expressed 

gratitude to organizers. Part of the task of the department is community based tourism; therefore he 

gave support to future meetings. In Addis Ababa department had a meeting with Tour Operators 

Association and they would like the tourists to stay longer in South Omo, for that the department has 

top facilitations by preparing conditions to advertize. These meetings are not sufficient; cultural villages 

would have to be build (Maki, Dime, Gurra, Maganto ect.), receipts system has to be established, we have 

to select local guides, so they can run such villages – to be a local guide one needs a special training, in 

order to not cause problems with tourists and to be able to translate and give information about the 

community’s culture. We will take this issue and discuss it in Jinka. Until now, we never selected local 

guides from Mursi and Bodi due to the language gap, but we will try so in the future, however, the 



   

existing guides should not be excluded. Secondly, we have to discuss natural tourism, wildlife 

preservation and Mursi living in the park.  

Mursi participant (from Hileowa): We tried to discuss with park people many times. Because there is 

no water, some Mursi returned to the area of the bridge and star cultivating there – this is our area. 

Many animals are there. We tried to communicate with the government to take the responsibility for the 

animals, now we protect them. Apart from Mago Bridge, no one lives in Mago Park. Concerning tourism, 

the problems are caused by local guides, they tell our boys to stay close to the road and to decorate 

themselves, even on the penis – this is not normal, but this is the picture tourists get of us. As we said, 

we need our own local guides. In Hileowa (example described in introduction by Dr. LaTosky), we told 

the community not to harass tourists.  

Bodi participant: we need education before money, we need knowledge; now all I do with money is I 

drink and to drink makes me crazy.  

The forum was concluded on the general note that further meeting are needed and that facilitation for 

them should be provided by the SORC and CPS cooperation. It was agreed to have the next meeting in a 

month time in a Mursi village. It opened the door for a new local guides association with Mursi and Bodi 

guides – administration supported the idea, so the first step has been made.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

ANEX I 

AGENDA - FOLLOW UP TOURISM FORUM IN GURA  

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7th, 2012 

 

9:00 – 9:30 WELCOMING WORDS AND INTRODUCTION  Barade 
Yalew 

9:30 – 9:45 FACILITATION AND FUTURE MEETINGS 
Brief outline of Tourism Forum Project 
 

Shauna LaTosky 
Katja Gönc 

9:45 – 11:00 LOCAL GUIDES 
Current problems with local guides from Jinka 
 

Olisarali  

11:00 – 11:15 Coffee break 
 

 

11:15 – 12:30 LOCAL GUIDES (continuation of discussion) 
How to establish Mursi and Bodi Association?  
 

Yalew  

12:30 – 14:00 Lunch 
 

 

14:00 – 15:00 COMMUNICATION BETWEEN GOVERNMENT, COMMUNITY 
AND TOURISTS 
How to adress problems and share good experiance? 
 

Yalew 

15:00 – 16:00 COMMUNITY'S RULES FOR TOURISM 
Entrance fees, Sales of Crafts 
 

Olisarali 

16:00 CONCLUDING REMARKS 
What message do we take home? 

Officials, 
Community, SORC-
CPS 

16:30  END OF FORUM 
Thank you and Goodbye on behalf of the host 

Barade 

 

 

 


